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Semper Paratus

Former 24-01 Commander Appointed National 
Director of Vessel Safety and Program Visitors

Lillian M Haines, immediate past commander of 
Flotilla 24-01, is enjoying her new post as national 
director of vessel safety and program visitors. She 
joined the USCG Auxiliary in June 1981, and since that 
time, she has completely integrated the Auxiliary as a 
part of her lifestyle. Along with her better half, Mark 
Haines, current 24-01 commander, she has worked 
tirelessly to advance the missions of the Auxiliary.

“The rewards have been immense and I always look 
to share these experiences and opportunities,” said 

Haines. “Any member can achieve greatness if they have the desire.” 

Most recently, Lil served as the district staff officer (DSO-VE) for Vessel Examinations in 
1stDSR from 2003 to the present. When she was first appointed DSO-VE), vessel safety 
checks averaged 6,000 annually. They showed a steady increase to over 12,000 in 
2009. She credits this to enhanced communication, strong management skills, and the 
cooperation of her V-Department team. 

Her achievements include past elected offices of flotilla commander 17-1, Branford, 
1983-1984; division 14-17 captain, 1985-1986, and division 14-24 captain 2001-
2002. She has held many flotilla staff positions in an effort to be a well-rounded 
and knowledgeable Auxiliarist, including secretary, communications, public affairs, 
publications, member training, operations, vessel examinations, finance, public 
education, personnel services, aids to navigation, information systems; ADSO-
materials, SO-aids to navigation, SO-operations, SO-finance, SO-career counselor, and 
SO-public education. She recently earned the AUXOP designation, which qualifies her 
in all areas of Auxiliary operations.

Through the years, Lil has qualified as master instructor, vessel examiner, program 
visitor, and coxswain. In 2009, Lil was awarded the Boating Safety Division, RBS Award 
of Excellence (Eagle Award) – Atlantic Area-East, and the Auxiliary Commandant’s 
Letter of Commendation for performance of duty as DSO-VE from January 2007 to 
September 2008 for spearheading the efforts to perform quality VSCs within the 
1stDSR, as well as earning the USCG Sector Long Island Sound Award of Administrative 
Excellence. In 2006, Lil was awarded the President’s Call to Service Award for 
volunteerism. She also earned the Commandant of the Coast Guard Personal Letter of 
Commendation for Outstanding Administrative Achievement as Division 24 captain 
from 2001-2002. The 2002 DOT and USCG 911 Personal and Unit Commendations hold 
special meaning to her. 

Lil is as active professionally as she is as an Auxiliarist. A graduate of the University of 
Connecticut, she worked as a business development and outside sales executive for McBee 
Systems, and later for Deluxe Financial Services. She now owns and operates her own business, 
Eagle Print Solutions. She currently resides in Wallingford. If you visit Long Island Sound, look 
for Lil and Mark out cruising on the 373757, their 37 ft. Egg Harbor, the vessel Norddorf.

Flotilla 24-01 Swears In Five More Members
Most members in 1stDSR

On February 19, five more members joined Branford Flotilla 24-01, bringing their total 
over the 60-member mark.

Added to the membership were Gina Raucci, Robert Williams, Frank Vega, Robert 
Savorese and Katharine Rickert (pictured above) who applied for membership within 
the last few months and received word of their approval in early February.

 “We continue to recruit new members and have enjoyed unprecedented growth right 
into the new year,” said Mark Haines, 24-01’s commander. “Our staff will be working 
with new members to bring them up to speed on all the activities in our flotilla. As 
we grow in numbers, our mission capabilities increase as well, allowing us to fulfill the 
Auxiliary’s multi-purpose mission while contributing to the safety of the boating public 
and supporting the Coast Guard wherever we can.”

Check out the offers from our Publications Partners:
Soundings (www.soundingsonline.com) and

MadMariner (www.madmariner.com) 

Former 24-01 Commander Re-elected Division 24
Vice Commander
Kimberly Filion, a member of the United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 24-01 of Branford, Connecticut, 
began her second tour of duty as the newly re-elected 
vice commander of the Auxiliary’s Division 24, First District 
Southern Region, with the start of the new year.

Filion, also a staff officer for Branford Flotilla 24-01, 
oversees member training and domain awareness 
programs for 24-01’s members. She joined the Auxiliary 
in April 2004 and soon earned her qualification as a vessel 
safety examiner, a post she continues to hold.

“I became a vessel examiner when I showed up to be a crew trainee on a patrol,” 
said Filion. “Due to weather conditions, we were unable to get underway. So Lillian 
Haines, who was the division captain of Division 24 at the time as well as being a 
fellow member of Flotilla 24-01, asked me if I wanted to become a vessel examiner. I 
shadowed her while she did a few vessel safety checks for boats in the marina. Then I 
did my own 5 supervised exams, got the vessel examiner manual, studied for and took 
the exam that night, and became qualified. I’m a strong advocate of the vessel safety 
check program, as it is truly preventative search and rescue.” 

Filion became a certified instructor in August of 2005. and earned qualifications for 
administrative procedures in October 2004, boat crew in November 2008, marine 
dealer visitor in May 2009, and many other qualifications. But she is proudest of 
earning her Auxiliary Operational Qualification -- AUXOP -- in June 2009. 
“The AUXOP designation is by far the toughest accomplishment of my experience 
with the Auxiliary,” said Filion. “To achieve that designation, I had to take and pass 6 
specialty courses including navigation, search and rescue, communications, weather, 
seamanship and patrols. That’s one pin I am very proud to wear.”

Left to right:  Mark Haines, 24-01 commander, new members Gina Raucci, Robert Williams, Frank Vega, Robert 
Savorese, Katharine Rickert, and Kevin Morann, 24-01 vice commander.

Fellowship Shared on Divison 24 Trip to
Mohegan Sun Casino
Vice Flotilla Commander Kevin Morann skippered a very successful sortie for 35 
Auxiliarists, family members and friends on February 12 via bus to Mohegan Sun 
Casino, where some people won, some lost but all had great fun ... and great food. 
Kevin reports that there may be future trips in the planning stages due to the success 
of this one, so if you’re looking to enjoy one of the pillars of the Auxiliary – fellowship 
–   stay tuned. Thank you, Kevin! A good time was had by all. 


