
BRANFORD FLOTILLA 
24-01

FIRST DISTRICT 
SOUTHERN REGION

At The Helm
Newsletter
Vol. 2, No. 4

Fall 2011
Semper Paratus

Flotilla 24-01 Moves in to New Base in Branford
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 24-01, Branford, Connecticut, has moved to its new 
base, sharing a building with the Veterans of Foreign Wars Memorial Post #12106, said Mark 
Haines, commander of Flotilla 24-01.

“With the help of First Selectman Anthony ‘Unk’ DaRos, the Town of Branford, and an offer 
from Commander Robert Russell of the VFW Memorial Post #12106, we worked things out 
to our mutual benefit and will now share the building located at 99 Indian Neck Avenue,” 
said Haines. “This collaboration brings together honored members of the armed forces, who 

fought for our country 
on foreign shores, with 
active members of 
the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, the only 
uniformed volunteer 
service authorized 
in 1939 by the U.S. 
Congress and one of 
four divisions of the U.S. 
Coast Guard.”

Haines said Flotilla 24-01 will use the large meeting room on the main floor to conduct classes 
in safe boating as required by the state to operate a boat on Connecticut waters, and other 
programs for the public, as well as for flotilla meetings and member training. Their former 
base that was used for the last 25 years in Stony Creek is now being remodeled to be used by 
the Stony Creek Museum.

They will remodel and update the basement of the building for offices, storage and as 
additional space for meetings and classes.

Morann and Vuolo Sworn in as 24-01 Leaders
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 24-01, Branford, Connecticut, ushers in a 
change of command at the top with a newly elected flotilla commander and vice flotilla 
commander taking office in January 2012.

Kevin Morann, the new flotilla commander, succeeds Mark Haines, who will continue 
on as staff officer for human resources and public education. Haines had served as 
commander for several terms recently and in the past. Morann had served as vice 
flotilla commander during Haines’ watch beginning in 2009. He has been a volunteer 
firefighter/EMT in the East Haven Fire Department since 1982. While taking a boating 
and seamanship class in 1997 sponsored by the East Haven Fire Department and taught 
by members of U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 24-01, Branford, he was so impressed 
by the quality of the instructors (Mark and Lillian Haines) that he joined the Auxiliary on 
April 29, 1997, when he completed the course.

Morann has held several staff positions including communications officer and navigation 
systems officer. His qualifications include boat crew/crew member, aids to navigation 
verifier, vessel examiner and administrative procedures in addition to being a certified 
EMT. He has completed training for the recreational boating safety and program 
visitor course, introduction to marine safety and environmental protection and the 
AUXWEA weather course. During 2010, he completed his Auxiliary Operations (AUXOP) 
qualifications that included six advanced specialty courses:  navigation, weather, search 
and rescue, patrols, seamanship and communication.

“Ever since that first basic boating class, I have been learning something new every year 
from the Auxiliary,” said Morann. “I have taken so many classes and I have gotten valuable 
information from every single one, making me a safer boater as well. Under Lillian 
Haines, our immediate past flotilla commander, I learned so much and, although it was 
more work than I could have imagined, the job was so rewarding and a lot of fun too. It’s 
amazing that the same people who taught me the very basics so many years ago are still 
teaching me now.”

Ralph V. Vuolo, Jr., joined the Auxiliary on June 29, 2010. He is qualified as a vessel 
examiner and also has completed the administrative procedures course. He will serve 
as the Flotilla Staff Officer for Materials. He has been a 911 dispatcher since 1999 and 
a volunteer firefighter and EMT since 1988 with the East Haven Fire Department. He is 
currently working on his Watchstander qualification for the U.S. Coast Guard. He is also 
currently enrolled in the AUXWEA Weather course, completed the classroom portion of 
Boat Crew and will continue in that course. He has enrolled in the Instructor Program for 
the Auxiliary, so that he may participate in its public education programs.
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(L to R) Kevin Morann, Flotilla Commander-elect; William Rohland, District 24 Commander; Ralph V. Vuolo, Jr., 
Vice Flotilla Commander-elect, during swearing in ceremony on November 12 at Flotilla 24-01 base in Branford.

U.S. Coast Guard Flotilla 24-01, of Branford, will now call 99 Indian Neck Ave., 
Branford, their new home.

State Boating Safety Course by Flotilla 24-01 Set for 
December 10 in Branford
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 24-01, Branford, Connecticut, will run the course 
required to obtain a state Boating/Personal Watercraft Operator certificate on Saturday, 
December 10, from 8 am to 6 pm at its new base shared with VFW Post 12106 located at 99 
Indian Neck Avenue, Branford.

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. No walk-ins permitted. There are no age restrictions for this 
class. The cost for the About Boating Safely course is $65 per person and includes coffee, soda, 
snacks and lunch for those who sign up.  The cost includes all materials needed to attend and 
complete the course. A proctored exam follows full completion of the course. Certificates for 
passing scores will be delivered after a test is complete.

Please go to our Website, http://a0142401.uscgaux.info/, for the registration form: Click on 
Click to Enter > New Class! Click here to sign up > About Boating Safely Course (ABSC) and 
scroll down to see the application form link, click on “click here.”  Download the form, complete 
it in full and mail with check for $65, made payable to 1701 Inc. to: 

Branford Flotilla 17-01, Inc., P.O. Box #916, Branford, CT 06405

For more information, please call Mark Haines, Flotilla Commander and Public Education 
Officer, at 203-623-0505, or email him at boater1701@comcast.net, or leave a message with 
your name and return phone number at 203-488-5349. One of our staff members will return 
your call. Free parking is located at Indian Neck School adjacent to the VFW building at 12 
Melrose Avenue. Directions are also on our Website: http://a0142401.uscgaux.info/


